
Part 3:  What to Look For Around Your Home 

Sections G to J 

Tuolumne-Calaveras Unit 



Please view in full screen mode. 

 The command to change to full screen 
will depend on your pdf version or your 
browser window. 



INSPECTION FORM 

LIVE VEGETATION (G) 

MOUNTAIN MISERY 
BEAR CLOVER 
WITHIN 30 feet of structures 

LIVE VEGETATION to be thinned, removed or pruned:  
G. Mountain misery/bear clover within 30 feet of all structures: remove completely.  
{PRC 4291 (a)(1); Guidelines For Creating Defensible Space} 



1 ½” – 2” 

MOUNTAIN MISERY or  BEAR CLOVER 



Mountain Misery/Bear Clover is a low-growing native groundcover with ferny-
looking leaves and small white flowers in early summer. It is very oily and 
flammable; usually grows under pine or oak  trees and accumulates a lot of dead 
(flammable) needles and leaves. Grows mostly above 3000 feet.  

WITHIN 30 feet of structures it 
must be completely removed.  

BEYOND 30 feet from structures, it 
may be retained, IF trees growing 
above it are pruned up 15 feet.  



LIVE VEGETATION to be thinned, removed or pruned:  
G. Mountain Misery/Bear Clover within 30 feet of all structures: remove completely.  

Mountain Misery is so 
flammable it can burn 
beneath a thick 
covering of snow.  



LIVE VEGETATION to be thinned, removed or pruned:  
G. Mountain misery/bear clover within 30 feet of all structures: remove completely.  

Removing mountain misery 
within 30 feet of  the house will 
also provide clearance around 
the propane tank and woodpile. 

On slopes, 
use less 
flammable 
vegetation 
for erosion 
control. 



Sometimes compromise is necessary: 

This house is perched inches from a steep drop-off, with 
mountain misery only a few feet from the foundation.   



Completely removing the 
mountain misery would endanger 
the stability of the house.  



The compromise between fire safety and structural safety 
included removing dead branches from  manzanita on the 
slope, limbing trees, removing flammable shrubs between 
the house and the drop-off, and trimming and maintaining 
the mountain misery at the lowest possible height.  





Before 
&  
After 



INSPECTION FORM 

LIVE VEGETATION (H)  

MOUNTAIN MISERY 
BEAR CLOVER 
BEYOND 30 feet from structures 

LIVE VEGETATION to be thinned, removed or pruned: 
H. Mountain misery/bear clover between 30 and 100 feet of structures, or to the property line, whichever is 
nearest:: prune overhanging trees up to 15 feet. 
{PRC 4291 (a)(1); Guidelines For Creating Defensible Space} 



LIVE VEGETATION to be thinned, removed or pruned: 
H. Mountain misery/bear clover between 30 and 100 feet of structures, or to the property line, whichever is 
nearest: prune overhanging trees up to 15 feet.  



If mountain misery/bear clover is retained beyond 30 feet 
from structures, prune adjacent or overhanging trees 1/3 
their height (small trees) up to 15 feet (mature trees).  



INSPECTION FORM 

LIVE VEGETATION (I)  

BRUSH, SHRUBS, 
GROUND-COVERS, 
SEEDLING/SAPLING TREES 

LIVE VEGETATION to be thinned, removed or pruned: 
I. Brush, shrubs, ground-covers, seedling/sapling trees: thin, prune, and space according to table on 

reverse of inspection form. Thin, remove, and space seedling/sapling trees according to the table below 
(use ‘Other Plants’ spacing). Prune remaining select trees up ⅓ – ½ their height. 

• Create vertical spacing between tops of short plants and any limbs above them, of 3 times the height of 
the lower plant.  

• Break up continuous masses of vegetation by separating trees, bushes, and clumps of ground-cover 
vegetation with cleared areas, according to the table below. For privacy, space plants in a checkerboard 
pattern rather than a solid row.  

• You may keep well-maintained and appropriately-watered lawns, ground cover plants, ornamental 
shrubbery, and trees that are well-spaced, well-pruned, free of all dead material, and which will not spread 
fire to structures or other vegetation. 

• You may keep ornamental trees or shrubs which have branches down to the ground, but you must 
remove all dead material within, beneath and surrounding them. 

{PRC 4291 (a)(1); Guidelines For Creating Defensible Space} 



These overcrowded, tree-shaped WEEDS 
should be severely thinned.   



Many people treasure 
every one of  their 
pencil-sized trees.  

They are just tree-shaped WEEDS, 
and should be severely thinned.   

Just because these 
trees CAN grow, 
doesn’t mean they 
SHOULD. 



Thin, space, and prune 
trees for fire safety. 

Overcrowded seedlings become overcrowded, unhealthy 
saplings that will burn explosively in a wildfire.  



Sapling trees have been thinned and trimmed up, but 
are still too closely spaced (continuous canopies). 
Compare to spacing of healthy, mature trees.  



Overcrowded saplings will never become 
full-sized trees. They rob moisture and 
nutrients from mature trees, and will 
always be spindly and weak.   



Sapling trees have been thinned and trimmed 
up, but are still too closely spaced. The owner 
should continue removing saplings as they 
grow, to maintain adequate spacing.   



Many people believe that 
“green (trees) won’t burn.”  

Overcrowded small trees are a 
great fire hazard, and form 
ladder fuels that carry fire up 
into larger trees. 



Sapling trees have been thinned 
and trimmed up, but are still too 
closely spaced. Compare to 
spacing of healthy mature trees.  



Lightning, and Native 
American Indians, set 
frequent fires that kept 
this undergrowth 
cleared out, improving 
conditions for plants, 
animals, and humans. 

Many people 
believe that 
whatever sprouts 
by itself in the 
forest is “natural” 
and should be 
allowed to grow.  



Question: How many of 
these tree-shaped weeds 
will grow into full-sized 
trees? 

Answer: Without drastic 
thinning? NONE.  



Overcrowded 
seedlings: 

• rob moisture 
and nutrients 
from big trees,  

• weaken big 
trees during 
drought years,                                                        

• furnish ladder 
fuels that kill 
big trees in 
fires.  



Overcrowded seedlings grew into a matchstick 
forest behind this house. If they’d been thinned, 
the large trees in front might have survived.  

These people lost their privacy AND their 
beautiful mature trees.  



Prune lower limbs, 
separate plants, and 
remove leaf litter beneath 
bushes to interrupt fire’s 
path through the 
landscaping.  



“Lollipop” pruning and 
spacing between plants 
will help interrupt the 
spread of fire through 
landscaping.   



It’s best to have 
NO plants beside 
homes, but: 

THIN, AIRY plants 
are better than 
dense shrubbery, 
and LOW plants 
are better than 
tall ones.  



The less plants you have growing right 
beside your house, the safer it will be. 



Low-growing plants arranged in a 
patchwork are much less flammable 
than solid beds of vegetation. 





Overgrown blackberry patches are extremely flammable.  



Ground cover vegetation 
that would be considered 
“fire resistive” may hide 
a deep, very flammable 
build-up of dry leaves 
and needles.  

Owners should cut 
greenery low (may have 
to wait until it goes 
dormant in the winter), 
remove dead material, 
and do this every year or 
two to keep it clean and 
fire-resistive.  



Inside this beautiful green (juniper) landscaping is…….. 



Many owners believe that “green won’t burn.” Reach into 
plantings like this and see what’s beneath the surface.  

….. this mass of extremely flammable dead material.  



REMEMBER that a spark or ember from a wildfire 
landing in this would cause it to burn explosively. 
Juniper is sometimes called “GREEN GASOLINE.” 



Juniper accumulates dense, dry, extremely 
flammable material inside of it, in addition to 
fallen leaves and pine needles.  



The same house, after removing juniper, 
thinning manzanita, and limbing trees. 



Before and after. 



INSPECTION FORM 

LIVE VEGETATION (J) 
LIVE VEGETATION to be thinned, removed or pruned: 
J. Mature trees: prune at least 6 feet, more on slopes, or where there is underlying vegetation; and 

space according to table on reverse of inspection form.  
• Break up the continuous forest canopy by spacing trees according to table on reverse of inspection 

form. Prune trees (remove limbs), up at least 6 feet, (or ⅓ - ½ the tree height for small trees), more on 
slopes.  

• If retaining a “continuous forest canopy” where limbs of one tree touch those of another, prune trees to 
15 feet (o r ⅓ - ½ the tree height for trees under 30 feet, whichever is less).  

{PRC 4291 (a)(1); Guidelines For Creating Defensible Space} 

MATURE TREES 



ON FLAT  

OR GENTLE SLOPES: 

  

Separate shrubs by 
twice their height 

Separate tree 
canopies by 
10 feet 

Separate 
shrubs and 
overhanging 
limbs by 3x 
height of 
shrub. 

Double these amounts on moderate slopes; triple on steep slopes. 



In a continuous stand of larger trees (canopies touching):  

Prune 1/3 the tree’s height (young trees), to at least 6’ (mature trees)  

or to 15’ if vegetation beneath trees is taller than 4” 

1/3 

15’ 



TO AVOID DENSE PRIVACY SCREENS: 
 
Separate plants using a diamond pattern to 
maintain privacy and fire safety,  
 
 
like this 
 
 
 
not this   
 



BEFORE CLEARING…. 



AFTER CLEARING…. 



Before and After: 

Trees thinned and 
pruned, 

Ladder fuels removed, 

Propane tank cleared. 



BEFORE CLEARING…. 



AFTER CLEARING…. 



Before and After: 

Trees thinned and pruned, 

Ladder fuels removed, 

Propane tank cleared. 



Trees may have limbs touching the 
ground IF there is no dead material 
within, under, or around them, AND IF 
there is spacing between them. 



Typical oak woodland – dense ladder fuels - no clearance. 



Oak woodland – ladder fuels removed - excellent clearance. 



Good defensible space – good spacing between trees, 
trees are well-pruned; there are no ladder fuels.   
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