
Part 3:  What to Look For Around Your Home 

Sections K to O 

Tuolumne-Calaveras Unit 



Please view in full screen mode. 

 The command to change to full screen 
will depend on your pdf version or your 
browser window. 



INSPECTION FORM 

OTHER (K) 

STOVE PIPES 
CHIMNEY OUTLETS – 
Remove all limbs & trees within 10 feet 

K. Stove pipes, chimney outlets: remove limbs and trees within 10 feet. 
{PRC 4291 (a)(4)} 



  

Stove pipes, chimney outlets: 
 remove limbs and trees within 10 feet (of opening).  



Stove pipes, chimney outlets: 
 remove limbs and trees within 10 feet (of opening). 



Yes, this is a chimney. 

Stove pipes, chimney outlets: remove limbs and trees AND IVY within 10 feet  
                              (of opening). 



Stove pipes, chimneys: 
remove limbs and trees 
within 10 feet of opening. 



INSPECTION FORM 

OTHER (L)  
L. Stove pipes, chimney outlets: cover with ½-inch mesh screen.  
Cover all chimney or stovepipe openings with a metal screen having openings no larger than ½ inch in size. 
{California Fire Code (CFC) 603.8; CFC 10, Sec. 8-10.04(6); California Building Code (CBC) 2802.1} 

STOVE PIPES 
CHIMNEY OUTLETS – 
½-inch mesh screen  



Cover all chimney or stovepipe openings with a metal 
screen having openings no larger than ½ inch in size. 

A few cents’ worth of ½” mesh hardware 
cloth (screen) will prevent a $340 citation.  



Commonly 
seen chimney-
cap-screen: 
openings are 
more than ½” 
wide (side to 
side), but we 
allow it.   

Cover all chimney 
or stovepipe 
openings with a 
metal screen 
having openings 
no larger than ½ 
inch in size. 



INSPECTION FORM 

OTHER (M)  
M. Propane tanks: clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above  
• Clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above propane tanks.   
• Non-volatile vegetation or decorative enclosures are allowed if they do not hide the tank’s location                   
from firefighters, or impede firefighters’ access to the valve assembly.  
{California Fire Code (CFC) 3807.3} 

PROPANE TANKS  



Propane tanks: clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above 
• Non-volatile vegetation or decorative enclosures are allowed IF they do not hide the tank’s 
location from firefighters, or impede firefighters’ access to the valve assembly.  

Clear 10’ around tank, 
to bare mineral soil.  



PROPANE TANKS: Clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above. 



PROPANE TANKS: Clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above. 



PROPANE 
TANKS:  
Clear       
10 feet 
around 
and 15 feet 
above. 



A fire in the deep needles, leaves, and duff here would build 
up a dangerous amount of heat against this propane tank.  



And what’s wrong with THIS picture? 





INSPECTION FORM 

OTHER (N) 
N. Woodpiles: clear 10 feet around and 15 feet above.  
Clear 10 feet around woodpile(s); maintain free of needles, leaves, and other flammable debris. 
Move woodpile(s) as far as possible from structures, and protect with fire resistant covering.  
{PRC 4291 (a)(1); Guidelines For Creating Defensible Space} 

WOODPILES  



During a wildfire, burning embers 
will land on woodpiles, creating an 
inferno beside or under a home that 
otherwise might have been saved. 

Multiply the amount of fire on 
one piece of wood in your 
stove or fireplace by what’s 
under or around your home. 

Do you REALLY want that 
during a wildfire in August? 



Move woodpiles as 
far as possible 
from houses 
during the 
summer. 



Clear 10 feet 
around 
woodpiles.  

Protect with 
fire resistant 
covering. 

Plastic tarps 
are not 
ember-
resistant and 
will melt or 
burn.   

Maintain 
woodpiles 
free of 
needles, 
leaves and 
other 
flammable 
debris.  



Maintain woodpiles free of needles, leaves and other flammable debris.  

Plastic tarps may melt or burn when embers land on them. Metal 
sheeting protects tarps from  embers (and UV deterioration), 
extends tarp life, and keeps woodpiles drier during the winter.  

Clear 10 
feet around 
woodpiles. 

Cover with fire resistant canvas tarps, or metal sheeting, securely tied.   



Woodpiles: clear 10 feet around and 15 
feet above.  

Woodpile located far from house; surrounded by grazed 
pasture and mowed grass under trees. PERFECT! 



Huge woodpile under extremely flammable live oak trees: 
NOT SO GOOD.  

Locating woodpile far from house: GOOD. 
Cutting grass very short around woodpile: GOOD. 



NON-VEGETATIVE 
FLAMMABLE MATERIAL 
PRC 4291 now defines “fuel” as any combustible 
material, including petroleum-based products and 
wildland fuels. If it could catch fire, you need to take 
appropriate measures to minimize the possibility that 
it will contribute to the spread of fire.  
 

INSPECTION FORM 

OTHER (O) 
O. Non-vegetative flammable material:  
Remove, or clear around and cover with fire-resistant material. {PRC 4291 (a)(1)} 



Accumulations of flammable material that 
could spread fire to a structure must be 
cleared around and covered, or moved. 



Flammable material that could spread fire to structures 
must be cleared around and covered, or moved. 



PRC 4291 requires clearance only on “IMPROVED” properties – 
those with structures. 

If you have cleared your property, but adjoining unimproved 
properties are a fire hazard and a threat to you, the following 
may be of help: 

Some Fire Districts and Home Owner Associations can require 
and enforce the clearance of unimproved properties.  

The U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management may 
issue permits that allow owners of adjacent properties to clear 
USFS or BLM land.  

Everywhere else, affected neighbors can apply peer pressure to 
the offending property owner (you can get ownership 
information from your county’s Assessor’s office).  

• If neighbors suffer losses caused by fire hazards on an 
adjacent property, the offending neighbor may be liable for 
those losses.  



Just a few more things to be aware of…………….. 



Can firefighters safely get to your home? Large fire 
engines trying to reach houses on long, narrow roads 
or driveways when panicked homeowners are trying 
to leave will create dangerous traffic jams.   

Create 
turnouts 
for safety. 





Which homes will 
emergency responders 
find most quickly?  

Post address signs that are easy to see. 



Is it a Burn Day?  

Is it SAFE to burn? 
(never burn on windy 
days). 
Do you have at least 
10 feet of clearance in 
all directions? 
Do you have a shovel 
and water at the fire to 
keep it from escaping? 
Are YOU there at your 
fire at all times? 
Did you put your fire 
out before you left it? 

Do you have the 
proper permits? 

IS  OUTDOOR BURNING  ALLOWED in your 
area?  Many jurisdictions prohibit outdoor 
burning. 



These tools require spark arresters! 

Lawnmowers are for GREEN LAWNS ONLY! 

Dry Grass + Metal Blades + Rocks = FIRE! 



1. DEFENSIBLE SPACE improves your safety within the 
“wildfire environment” surrounding your home.   

2. More homes with DEFENSIBLE SPACE means fewer 
homes needing structure protection during a wildfire, and 
therefore helps put more engines and people out on the 
fire line helping to put out the fire. 

3. DEFENSIBLE SPACE can prevent needless tragedies: 

• Loss of life, property, and natural resources. 

4. DEFENSIBLE SPACE increases everyone’s level of safety 
during a fire, ESPECIALLY FIREFIGHTERS - who are 
risking their lives protecting your home and community. 
DEFENSIBLE SPACE creates a safer working space for 
them around structures. 

Once again, WHY CLEAR DEFENSIBLE SPACE? 



Many people believe that clearing around their home is useless. 

REMEMBER that you may not be able to keep fire OFF your 
property, but you can reduce its destructiveness. 



There’s a big difference between this……….. 



and this. 



Defensible Space clearing 
may not stop a fire or 
keep it off your property.  

But - thinning and 
removing vegetation will 
help get fire back “on the 
ground.”  

 

Removing the energy 
from a fire allows 
firefighters to deal with it 
more easily,               
more effectively,         and 
MORE SAFELY. 



 

For more information about Defensible Space, contact your 
local CAL FIRE station or Fire Prevention Bureau. 
 

The following are informative resources:  

www.fire.ca.gov 

www.firewise.org 

www.firesafecouncil.org 

www.firecenter.berkeley.edu/toolkit 
California Wildfire Landscaping, by Maureen Gilmer, Taylor Publishing. 

Tending the Wild: Native American Knowledge and the Management of 
California’s Natural Resources, by M. Kat Anderson, University of California 
Press. 

Fire in Sierra Nevada Forests: A Photographic Interpretation of Ecological 
Change Since 1849, by George E. Gruell, Mountain Press Publishing 
Company.  

 



Defensible Space is YOUR responsibility! 

Thank you for doing your part to make your 
community less vulnerable to wildfires. 

 

THE END.  
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