LODGE LOG
Blue Lake Springs Homeowners’ Association

March 2020

Sunday April 12 2020
11:00 am – 1:00pm
Adults: $29.00
Children Ages 6-12: $15.00
Ages 5 and Under: Free
Menu:
Eggs Benedict
Roasted Potatoes
Belgian Waffles with fresh fruit and Whipped Cream
Salad
Baked Salmon with seasoned panko crust and Lemon Butter
Scrambled Eggs with Cheese
Bacon, Italian Sausage
Baked Ham with Apricot Sauce
Parker Rolls
Orange and Cranberry Juices
Mimosas
(Ticket Includes One Mimosa Per Guest)
For reservations please call the Business Office (209)795-2357
Payment is due at time of reservation. You will be charged the full amount for
1
cancellations after April 8, 2020, or no shows.

2020 Calendar of Events
Monday Afternoon Canasta
Third Mondays at 1:00 pm .
Linda Utter 890-7643

Thursday Morning Duplicate Bridge
Second Thursdays at 9:30 am
Bev Vasquez 795-1356

Friday Morning Bridge

If there is any member
who knows of someone
who may need a get well
card or sympathy card,
please call the Sunshine Lady,
Sheila Silcox at 209-795-5724.

Every Friday at 9:30 a.m.
Debbie Kushnir 795-0600

(Please note for all bridge groups,
please call ahead to save a spot)

Welcome New Homeowners

Mahjong

Natalia Hawthorne
Unit 11

First and Third Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.
Leni Salayko 795-7166

Sandra Hnzido
Unit 9

Texas Hold’em:
Second Thursday at 2:00 p.m.
(September 2019 through May 2020)
Roy Silcox 795-5724

Michael & Sherri Grover
Unit 4

Potluck

Noel & Jennifer Padilla
Unit 8

Second Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
(September 2019 through May 2020)
Brenda McAtee 795-0960

Curtis Salinas & Lissa Tryer
Unit 11
Matthew & Marcella Casebolt
Unit 11
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SNOWFLAKE LODGE HOURS:
FRIDAY/ SATURDAY 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm

(year round)

Snowflake Lodge Restaurant is open year round Friday and Saturday nights,
as well as Sunday nights in the summer to members and their guests. It is a
full service restaurant serving an extensive, ever evolving menu featuring the
finest food on the mountain prepared by the culinary team. With a full service
dining menu and children’s menu, you are sure to find your new favorite!
Although alcohol is not served, you are welcome to bring your own wine with
no corkage fee. Snowflake Lodge always offers complimentary soft drinks.
We hope to see you in the restaurant soon!
For Dinner reservations please call 209-795-2357. Walk-ins will be accommodated as
space allows.
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President’s Message February 2020

What happened to winter? My season pass at Bear Valley Cross Country was looking like a
bargain until the snow stopped and my ski season ended prematurely. Ah well, ski season may be
short, but golf season will be long.
The lack of rain could have an impact on our lakes this summer. We have been filling Lodge Lake
and it is presently about 75% full. If we need to use our wells to top off the lake the expense
should be minimal. Unless we get additional rain this season we might see water levels at Fly-In
Lake begin to drop beginning in mid-summer. This could mean cases of “swimmer’s itch” late in
the summer. Pray for rain.

An e-mail blast concerning election rules went to our members in mid-February. The California
legislature passed SB323 late last year, which required us to change our voting and elections rules
to comply. We are posting the revised changes for 28 days as required by civil code 4340-4370.
You are welcome to review the proposed changes and offer comment, but bear in mind that we
have no choice but to follow state law.
Work is about to begin on replacing the Lodge deck surface and railing. We had the deck structure
inspected and it’s in fine shape, but the deck surface itself needs to be replaced. Along with that,
we will be replacing the railing with a tempered glass railing, similar to the one we installed at the
amphitheater last year. This will give the Lodge a more modern look with improved views from
the deck.
One of our local realtors commented that properties in Blue Lake Springs command a premium of
ten to twenty thousand dollars over similar properties in the Arnold area. The rather obvious
reason is the fine amenities offered in our community. We should all be proud of the
neighborhood we’ve worked together to create.
~Bruce Utter
Board of Directors President
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VOLUNTEERS IN PREVENTION (VIP)
Cal-Fire Notice of Defensible Space Inspection
The 2020 Cal-Fire VIP (Volunteer in Prevention) 100 ft. defensible space property inspections will
be conducted May 5, 6 and 7. Since PRC4291 is a year around requirement in the State of California, we have decided that we will be doing one (1) inspection in 2020.
Cal-Fire has authorized us to mail out the results of the property inspections. The inspection forms
will be mailed out by May 16th, or sooner. All homeowners will receive a Defensible Space Inspection form stating that you have no violations, or that there are violations to be corrected. Cal-Fire
receives the original inspection forms for their review and implementation.

This is the first of March and you now have 2 months to make arrangements to hire a lot cleaner, or
to clean it yourself before the May inspections. There is a list of lot cleaners on our website. http://
www.blsha.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Lot-cleaners-list-4_11_19-mod.pdf
Right now, with the weather as it is, we can still burn...for how much longer, I don't know. Contact
Cal-Fire for burning requirements and permitted days. 209-754-6600. Permits can be obtained at
the Ebbetts Pass Fire Station on Blagen Road. With the unseasonably warm and dry weather we
have been having, Cal-Fire has issued a notice that the fire danger is something to be concerned
about. Please be careful when you are burning!
Something that I have been made aware of recently is that burning in the easement and ditch/culvert
areas of properties is not allowed without a permit from the county. Among other things, these easements are also waterways into Moran Creek. See Calaveras County Code 12.08.040 (link below).
https://librarystage.municode.com/ca/calaveras_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?
The VIP program is conducted for Cal-Fire by Blue Lake Springs volunteer homeowners. This is a
great and rewarding opportunity to keep our community FIRE SAFE. Cal-Fire requires inspectors to
attend a mandatory orientation training regarding the requirements of PRC4291 (100 ft. defensible
space). You will receive a Cal-Fire VIP ID card. There are some benefits....Sequoia Woods allows us
to use their golf carts which makes it so much easier going up and down the driveways. There is a
volunteer recognition dinner each year at Snowflake Lodge. We, as a volunteer team need your help!
Firewise Communities USA
On another note, Blue Lake Springs has been a Firewise USA Community since 2014. This is a
national recognition by the NFPA / National Fire Protection Association. Having this designation
allows us to apply for grants, (we have a “fuels mitigation” grant application pending), receive
discounts on homeowners insurance, may assist in continuing your homeowners insurance policy
in effect and provides access to educational resources and materials regarding fire safety.
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To maintain our Firewise USA status, we are required to sponsor a community project
annually for the national “Wildfire Community Preparedness Day” on Saturday, May 2,
2020.
This year, we have a project planned that will reduce ground and ladder fuels on a
common area property here in Blue Lake Springs. We are looking for enthusiastic
volunteers for this project who are ready to do some “hands on” work to improve the fire
safety here in our community that will be an example of what a fire safe property looks
like. Bring your rakes, loppers, gloves and wear your farmer clothes! Our maintenance
crew will also be there for some of the heavier duty stuff. This is a fun event and we will
all relax and have lunch afterwards. We will be meeting in the Snowflake Lodge
parking lot at 8am on May 2, 2020. Hope to see you there!!!
Contact Thomas Hein to sign up at vip@blsha.com.
If you have questions or concerns, or want to volunteer to be a Cal-Fire VIP,
please contact me or Thomas Hein, Blue Lake Springs Fire Safety Coordinator
at: vip@blsha.com.
Thank you,
Jimmy Cooke
Blue Lake Springs Cal-Fire VIP Coordinator
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Hello Homeowners,
BLSHA sure didn’t see a lot of rain in February. However, the pine needles should be dry
enough to rake and burn. Please take the time to clean up the dead vegetation around your
property. It really does make a difference.
BLSHA has had a change in the VIP inspection dates. Last month we said that the VIP inspections would be conducted during the first week of June 2020. We have now changed the inspection dates to May 5, 6 and 7. CAL FIRE will be sending you your Le100 after the inspections. BLSHA will be conducting CC&R inspections during the month of May and June. The
BLSHA BOD will be inviting those who have CC&R violations to the June and July BOD meetings, to explain why they are non-compliant. Please do not wait for your first Le100 to arrive before cleaning your property. If you are a property owner who uses a lot clearing service, please
get your name on their list as early as possible. There are about 300 lot cleaners in the area
and thousands of properties. Fires do not wait for your lot cleaner to be available.
BLSHA is a Fire Wise Community. Being a designated Fire Wise Community has its advantages. If you receive your fire insurance through CA Fair Plan, make sure you let your insurance company know about the 10% discount for BLSHA Homeowners.
In order to qualify as a Fire Wise Community, we must have an annual Preparedness Day. This
is a day where BLSHA will ask for volunteers to help clear dead vegetation in a common area. This year we are looking for volunteers to help clear away dead vegetation in the creek area, which is adjacent to the Lodge parking lot. We will start at 8am on May 2, 2020. Please
send an email to vip@blsha.com, if you are interested in being a volunteer. We will be providing
a nice lunch to all those who can volunteer.

If you are interested in becoming a CAL FIRE VIP inspector, please send us an email at
vip@blsha.com. The inspection dates will be May 5, 6 and 7. We need your help in order to
keep BLSHA safe and compliant. BLSHA will provide a golf cart for you to do your inspections,
courtesy of Sequoia Woods Country Club.
If you have received a phone call or letter from PG&E about a tree on your property, please
make sure to fill out the Right Of Entry (ROE) form. PG&E will provide you with the ROE. Without a signed ROE, PG&E cannot remove your property (logs and slash) from your property.
If you have logs and slash on your property from work done by PGE over 1 year old, it will not
be picked up unless you make the effort to tell PG&E that they have not finished their
work. Nate’s Tree Service is doing an outstanding job of cleaning up everything from the past
year. However, it is the property owner’s responsibility to make sure that their property is compliant. If PG&E has put marked logs and trimmings in the easement, the VIPs will take that into
consideration. If the logs have been there so long that they are rotting, then you will most likely
receive a violation notice from the Association.
Have a great March!
Thomas Hein
BLSHA Fire Prevention Coordinator
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Blue Lake Springs Homeowners’ Association

Administration

Office Hours
Tuesday-Saturday ~ 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Office Phone: (209) 795-2357 ~ Fax: (209) 795-4438
Email: blsoffice@caltel.com
Post Office Box 712, Arnold, CA 95223
Web Site: www.blsha.com

General Manager,
Tony Abila
Assistant General Manager
Amber Meyer

Snowflake Lodge Restaurant
Friday and Saturday 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Please Call for Reservation (209) 795-2357

Facilities
Facilities Manager,
Mark Owens

Summer Recreation (Memorial Day to Labor Day)
Recreation Office Phone (209) 795-4009
Email: blsrecreation@caltel.com
Board of Directors Meetings
Third Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Summer Recreation
Summer Recreation Director,
Judith Anderson
Assistant Recreation Director
Veronica O’Boy

Board of Directors

Security
Vernon Nicholson

President, Bruce Utter
Vice President, Denny Clemens
Treasurer, Mike McAtee
Secretary, Doug Hjelmhaug
Director, Steve Pollock
Director, Dale Ward
Director, Joanne Schultz
Your Association welcomes letters from members and will
publish them in the Lodge Log on a space available basis.
If necessary they will be edited for style and shortened to
200 words. Letters will not be returned to author. Formal
policy is on file at the Association office. Members should
request a copy of the policy If they are considering
submitting a Member to Member letter

Production of the Lodge Log: Blue Lake Springs HOA Staff
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