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APRIL 2020

2020 Calendar of Events

If there is any member

Monday Afternoon Canasta

who knows of someone
who may need a get well

Third Mondays at 1:00 pm .
Linda Utter 890-7643

card or sympathy card,

Thursday Morning Duplicate Bridge

please call the Sunshine Lady,

Second Thursdays at 9:30 am
Bev Vasquez 795-1356

Sheila Silcox at 209-795-5724

Friday Morning Bridge
Every Friday at 9:30 a.m.
Debbie Kushnir 795-0600

WELCOME HOMEOWNERS

(Please note for all bridge groups,
please call ahead to save a spot)
Mahjong
First and Third Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.
Leni Salayko 795-7166

David Nicholson & Asgerdar

Texas Hold’em:

Thorvaldsdottir Unit 05

Second Thursday at 2:00 p.m.
(September 2019 through May 2020)
Roy Silcox 795-5724

Jessica & Nicholas Harrback

Potluck

Unit 07

Second Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
(September 2019 through May 2020)
Brenda McAtee 795-0960

Justin Leo & Ciara Nowicki
Unit 08
Mitchell & Ann Marinovich
Unit 02
Justin Rishoff & Oxana
Pantchenko Unit 01
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Dear Members,

As a result of the California Stay at Home Order until further notice the following areas are
closed to the public:
Snowflake Lodge Restaurant
All Recreational Facilities including Fly-In Lake
Snowflake Gym

The following departments are operating but on limited staff and/or remotely:
Administration
Maintenance and Security

If you need to contact the Administration Office please email us at: blsoffice@caltel.com

We are still preparing for our summer season as normal, however it is dependent upon the
Stay at Home Order. If the order is still in effect come May we will adjust our summer programs as necessary. As always we will keep you informed of any changes.

Please be safe and be sure to follow the social distance rules that have been set in place by
local, state and federal entities when taking walks throughout the subdivision. The more we
all work together, the faster we can return to our normal lives.

Tony Abila, General Manager
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Hello fellow Blue Lake Springs HOA Members.

It was the best of times. It was the worst of times. But mostly, it’s the worst of times.
We sincerely hope that everyone connected to the Blue Lake Springs community is safe and healthy. In these difficult times, it seems as though most are doing their part to keep us all from the virus. I know it’s difficult to adhere
to the 6 foot rule when you’re at the grocery store, but it seems that we’re all trying.
We’ve had Zoom cocktail parties complete with quarantinis, which are pretty much anything you want to put in
your glass. Jigsaw puzzles are being assembled. Phone calls to old friends are being made. Socks are being sorted.
We’re all dealing with it.
The shelter-in-place order brought an influx of people to their mountain homes, but as far as we can tell no harm
has come of it. The Sheriff recently sent a message which says, in part:
“We implore all persons in and around Calaveras County who do not either reside here or provide essential services,
to recognize the impact that the population increase due to visitation has on our community and health care system. Now is not the time to come to our community. If you are visiting for the day or short term, please respect our
request to return to your primary place of residence.”
We sent a request to our members not to rent their properties to short term renters for the time being and the
response was uniformly positive. Local realtors have adopted the same policy.
Blue Lake Springs facilities are closed until we feel it is safe to reopen. The Lodge, the Restaurant, and the gym are
all closed until further notice. Those employees who can work from home are doing so. Jimmy Cooke and Thomas
Hein have been discussing the VIP inspections, but there’s a lot we don’t know. How will the training be accomplished? Will golf carts be available?
As a Board, we have a duty to work for the best interests of our homeowners association. We also have a duty to
make sure our Board members and staff are safe, and it’s not easy to accomplish both. We cancelled the March
Board meeting and are now working out the details about how to have a virtual Board meeting in April. We will follow with instructions for those who want to attend the meeting remotely. At this point we don’t know whether the
May Board meeting and the Annual Meeting in June will be a physical or virtual meeting.
Stay safe, be smart, and help each other out!
Bruce Utter
BLSHA Board President
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VOLUNTEERS IN PREVENTION (VIP)

Cal Fire Notice of Defensible Space Inspection
I am emphasizing some of the same points that I made in last months Lodge Log Cal Fire VIP article. The
intention for the 2020 Cal Fire VIP (Volunteer in Prevention) 100 ft. defensible space property inspections is
for them to be conducted during the first week in May, depending on weather and the Covid-19 situation.
Since PRC4291 is a year around requirement in the State of California, we have decided that we will be
doing one (1) inspection in 2020.
Cal Fire has authorized us to mail out the results of the property inspections. The inspection forms will be
mailed out the week following the property inspections. All homeowners will receive a Defensible Space Inspection form stating that you have no violations, or that there are violations to be corrected. Cal Fire
receives the original inspection forms for their review and implementation.

This is the first of April and you now have 1 month to make arrangements to hire a lot cleaner, or to clean it
yourself before the May inspections. There is a list of lot cleaners on our website. http://www.blsha.com/wpcontent/uploads/2019/06/Lot-cleaners-listWith cabin fever for those of you who have been sheltered in place for the past few weeks, here's a chance
to get some fresh air and exercise and get your property in compliance with PRC4291 requirements. I
understand that some of you may not be able to get up to your cabin to clean your lot because of travel
restrictions. With this in mind, please email me at vip@blsha.com and see if we can work something out.
Yes, it is your responsibility to have your lot cleaned and as a last resort, you may need to hire a lot
cleaner. See the link above.
With the snow melting and the pine needles starting to try...and hopefully, the dry weather holds, we can still
burn. Contact CalFire for burning requirements and permitted days. 209 754-6600. Permits can be obtained
at the Ebbetts Pass Fire Station on Blagen Road. Please be careful when you are burning!
Gene Miller's is still accepting clean pine needles without rocks from property owners.
We have taken the current state guidelines for Covid-19 of social distancing and person hygiene into consideration and see no reason why this should delay or prevent anyone from cleaning their property
If you have any questions or concerns regarding cleaning your property, please contact me or Thomas Hein,
BLS Fire Safety Coordinator at vip@blsha.com.
Thank you, Jimmy Cooke
BLS CalFire VIP Coordinator
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Rec Ramblings

Dear Members,
Unlike last year at this time, with unpredictable cold and snowy weather, we are now
confronted with an unprecedented challenge with the arrival of the Coronavirus. Most
of your families are in a “stay at home” situation. Even with all of the uncertainty, at
least until the end of April, activities are being planned for the BLS Summer Recreation program.
Based on the CDC and the Calaveras County Public Health Department recommendations we will employ the best practices as we proceed as normal. We are hopeful the
effects of the virus will subside to open as usual. We are working to adapt our strategies, policies and procedures to be ready to provide as much summer recreation opportunities as possible.
Today the sun is out and we are feeling encouraged. Should you have questions please
reach out to us: blsrecreation@caltel.com
With sincere best wishes for continued good health.
Judith A. Anderson, Summer Recreation Director
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Due to the current health situation, the Easter Brunch has been cancelled.
We are sad this annual event cannot take place this year, but it will be
back next year better than ever. We sincerely hope you and your families
are staying healthy and safe.
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Blue Lake Springs Homeowners’ Association
Office Hours
Tuesday-Saturday ~ 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Office Phone: (209) 795-2357 ~ Fax: (209) 795-4438
Email: blsoffice@caltel.com
Post Office Box 712, Arnold, CA 95223
Web Site: www.blsha.com
Snowflake Lodge Restaurant
Friday and Saturday 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Please Call for Reservation (209) 795-2357

Administration
General Manager,
Tony Abila
Assistant General Manager
Amber Meyer

Facilities
Facilities Manager,

Summer Recreation (Memorial Day to Labor Day)
Recreation Office Phone (209) 795-4009
Email: blsrecreation@caltel.com

Mark Owens

Summer Recreation
Summer Recreation Director,
Judith Anderson

Board of Directors Meetings
Third Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Assistant Recreation Director

Board of Directors

Veronica O’Boy

President, Bruce Utter

Security

Vice President, Denny Clemens

Vernon Nicholson

Treasurer, Mike McAtee
Secretary, Doug Hjelmhaug
Director, Steve Pollock
Director, Dale Ward
Director, Joanne Schultz
Your Association welcomes letters from members and well
publish them in the Lodge Log on a space available basis. If
necessary they will be edited for style and shortened to 200
words. Letters will not be returned to author. Formal policy is on
file at the Association office. Members should request a copy of
the policy If they are considering submitting a Member to Member

Production of the Lodge Log: Blue Lake Springs HOA Staff
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