LODGE LOG
Blue Lake Springs Homeowners’ Association

Holiday Brunch
Sunday November 26, 2017
11:00am Mimosas
11:30am-1:00pm Brunch
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November 2020

If there is any member
who knows of someone
who may need a get well
card or sympathy card,
please call the Sunshine Lady,
Sheila Silcox at 209-795-5724.

NEW OWNERS
Colby & Megan Lavin Unit 3
Bill & Vonie Fortner Unit 4
Matthew & Jessica Engstrom Unit 8
Amber & Andrei Ossman Unit 13
Christopher & Sherry Swinney Unit 2
Zachary Welsh &
Jennifer Linchey Unit 2

Keith & Jennifer Wilson Unit 7
Cristina Portillo de Rickert Unit 1
Carlos & Carmen Briones Unit 3
Jimmy Chui Unit 12
William & Patricia Perry Unit 10
Antonio & Martha Silveira Unit 7
Jonathan Haggard &
Emily Neigel Unit 13
Adam & Anne Green Unit 5
Daren & Kristen Santos Unit 5
Pawan & Yasmijn Adhikari Unit 8
Jordan & Jessica Cathey Unit 9
Natalie Derse Unit 9
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Sweet Potato Pecan Pie

Cranberry Apple Crumble Pie

Persimmon Cake with
Vanilla Glaze
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Snowflake Thanksgiving Drive Thru Desserts Menu
Pre-orders must be made by Sunday, November 22 at Noon
Pick up Wednesday November 25, 3pm-6pm

9” Old Fashioned Apple Pie $17
tender apples with cinnamon and sugar, double crust
9” Cranberry Apple Crumble Pie $19
tart cranberries and tender apples spiced and topped with brown sugar crumble topping
9” Cranberry Walnut Cake $25

Brown sugar cake, brandy soaked cranberries, walnuts, rosemary, brown sugar glaze
9” Classic Pumpkin Pie $19
your favorite Thanksgiving tradition prepared in the classic way
9” Sweet Potato Pecan Pie $21
maple sweet potato pie with rosemary-pecan crumble
9” Persimmon Cake, Vanilla Glaze $22
rich spice cake studded with fuyu persimmon, glazed with a simple vanilla frosting
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Greetings from Blue Lake Springs! We say goodbye to an eventful month of October due to
CA forest fires, power shutdowns, etc. We look forward to a hopefully calm and peaceful
month of November. The autumn foliage is still colorful, so enjoy it before the snow flies.
I am pleased to report good news regarding the BLS Snowflake restaurant. A new chef has
been hired, Kris Fichtner, and she and Amber Meyer, BLS Assistant General Manager, have
been busy planning the reopening of the restaurant. A new seasonal menu has been
developed, and I think you will enjoy the winter selections. The current plans are for a soft
reopening of the restaurant beginning in December, with two open house events to sample
select menu items and meet Chef Kris. Covid-19 related limitations for these events will be in
place. A full reopening of the restaurant is planned for the first full week of January, 2021.
Additional information regarding these events will be communicated to the membership in
the near future.
As part of the reopening plan, we thrilled to announce the holiday pie and dessert drive-thru.
Chef Kris will have Thanksgiving desserts available for pick-up on Wednesday,
November 25th. Details are in the November Lodge Log, or contact the BLS office at:
209-795-2357 for more information.
On a different note, the BLS finance committee completed the 2021 financial budget, which
was approved at the October BOD meeting. This is a fiscally conservative budget, taking into
consideration potential additional Covid-19 restrictions and general economic uncertainties in
the year ahead. Thank you to the finance committee and BLS management for completing
the budget on schedule.
Best wishes for a safe and peaceful holiday season.
Regards,
Doug Hjelmhaug
President, BLSHA Board of Directors
5

Hello BLSHA Members,

We are almost out of the worst part of the fire season! Please remember to be mindful of your dead trees
(standing and felled) debris and yard waste. We are so close to another successful fire prevention season, in this area. We are continuing to look for logs and dead standing trees, in the Association. If you
see rotten logs and standing dead trees, please send me an email at vip@blsha.com.
Logs and debris have been placed in the County right-of way (public easement / 20 feet of your property).
If you have logs and debris staged in the County right-of-way, please take the time to find out who left the
logs and debris. Send me an email at vip@blsha.com, I may be able to help find out. We have always
been told that Public Works is responsible for the maintenance and repair of the County right-of-way, located in front of your property. This is not accurate. I have listed the link below.
https://library.municode.com/ca/calaveras_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?
nodeId=CALAVERAS_CO_CALIFORNIA_MUNICIPAL_CODE_TIT12STSIPUPL
Please remember, nothing at all may be placed in the County right-of-way. Cars cannot legally park in
the County right-of-way. Many of our homeowners have bear boxes that reside in the County right-ofway. You must obtain permission from the Association and a permit from Public Works before placing
ANYTHING in the twenty (20) foot County right-of-way, which is on your property. Failure to obtain a
permit may result in fines from the County and the Association. If you have a bear box which is located in
the County right-of-way and would like to know if you may be in violation, send me an email at
vip@blsha.com.
The Association fire inspections will now include the County right-of-way. If you have any questions on
this policy, please do not hesitate to email me at vip@blsha.com. If PG&E places logs and debris in the
County right-of-way, you are legally responsible for those logs and their removal. It is your responsibility
to make sure PG&E is cleaning up their debris, in the County right-of-way, located on your property.
Please read the last four paragraphs again.
With California experiencing the deadly and expensive wildfires of 2020, Management believes that it is
imperative to offer solutions to issues that seem vague, under PRC4291 and the BLSHA CCRs. One
issue that has come to light is appropriate ground cover in Zone 1 and Zone 2. PRC4291 does allow
ground cover within 30 feet of any structure (Zone 1), but there are restrictions.
Ground cover within Zone 1 should not include mountain misery. There are some exceptions. If your
structure is located on a slope and you have mountain misery on that slope, it would be wise to not
remove the mountain misery, but instead trim it all the way to the ground and leave the roots in place.
This will help you with erosion and removes the most flammable part of the species. Do not place any
vegetation or ground cover directly adjacent to or below decks, balconies and/or stairs. It is a violation of
the BLSHA CC&Rs and PRC 4291 to have flammable vegetation adjacent to decks and stairs.
Mulch is a wonderful ground cover but is still flammable. Make sure you are not placing mulch within
Zone 1, and that the mulch is less than three (3) inches in depth. Here is a link from the Cal Fire website
that will explain fire resistant landscaping, and give you ideas on which plants may be best for your property.
https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/get-ready/fire-resistant-landscaping/
6

Outside thirty (30) feet from any structure (Zone 2), you can have a variety of ground cover, up to three (3) inches in depth. If you would like to
place your mulch in Zone 2, please remember that you must spread around the mulch. Again, only up to three (3) inches in depth is
allowed.
There are certain restrictions when placing mulch, in Zone 2. Here are some examples:
* All exposed woodpiles must have a minimum of ten (10) feet clearance, down to bare mineral soil, in all directions. BLSHA recommends always using a fire retardant tarp for your wood piles. Do not place any vegetation or mulch within ten (10) feet of the
pile.
* Propane tanks must have ten (10) feet of clearance to bare mineral soil and NO flammable vegetation for an additional ten
(10) feet around their exterior.
* All trees must be trimmed up, six (6) feet from the ground for live branches and fifteen (15) feet for dead branches. If you have
saplings or shrubs under your mature trees, you must trim the mature trees to three (3) times the height of the saplings or
shrubs.
* If you are placing ground cover, shrubs and/or mulch in Zone 2 (30 – 100 feet from a structure), please remember to thin out the
infant trees in that area. You want to have space in between branches. Using infant trees as a “natural fence” is only telling
firefighters to save the next property instead. There is an illustration on the next page that will give you a better understanding
of ladder fuels.

If you are unsure whether your property is compliant, or you would like to schedule a site visit to go over any potential issues, please email us at
vip@blsha.com. We will schedule a time to meet with you, at the property. If you are not in the area, we can go to the property and take pictures
of any potential issues, and then discuss the remedies over the phone or email.
If you need a BLSHA recommended tree service provider and/or lot cleaner, please use the links below.
http://www.blsha.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Tree-Service-Providers-.pdf

http://www.blsha.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020-BLSHA-VENDOR-LIST.pdf
Have a wonderful November!!!! Turkey sandwiches for everyone!!! If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to ask.
Thank you,
Thomas Hein
BLSHA Fire Prevention Coordinator
209-795-2357
vip@blsha.com
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REMINDERS ABOUT THE SNOW SEASON
The Calaveras County Department of Public Works would like to remind the residents of the
County who live in areas subject to snow accumulation about the basic snow removal policies and
procedures. Snow removal services are provided on approximately 150 miles of County roads.
The State (Caltrans) provides snow removal services on State Highways.
The Calaveras County Department of Public Works has adopted the following policy regarding
snow removal and ice sanding on County maintained roadways.
Snow Depth. Snowplowing operations start when there are 4 inches of snow on the roadway.
Timing and Crowding. Once snow removal operations have begun, the County will continue to
plow snow and push it back to the shoulders 24 hours a day, 7 days a week until removal is
completed and in preparation for additional storms. During snowplow operations, a berm of snow
is left in front of all driveways becoming the responsibility of the resident to clear.
Priority. During a storm, main roads that provide access to state highways and minor
connections, as well as school bus routes, have priority over other roads.
Sanding. The County does not sand snow. Due to the financial impact they have designated
certain roads which will be sanded in order to maintain the main traffic routes. These include
school bus routes and major thoroughfares.
Chains. Calaveras County Ordinance No. 2519 requires vehicles to have tire chains or traction
control devices whenever necessary in order for vehicles to maintain traction while operating on
County roads.
Parking Restrictions. Calaveras County Ordinance No. 2154 prohibits parking during snow
removal operations and reads:
“The parking or standing of vehicles on the right-of-way of any county road during snow removal
operations conducted by or on behalf of the County is prohibited. ‘Snow removal operations’ shall
be deemed to be ongoing whenever snow is present on the right-of-way of County road.”
This law provides for all such vehicles to be towed (at the owner’s expense) so as not to interfere
with snow removal operations and equipment.
Ice. Ice scraping operations are done only in the

daylight hours when the temperatures are

sufficiently high and the snow becomes slushy. Attempts to shave ice under other circumstances
have proven futile and have the effect of polishing the ice making it even more slippery.
Do not shovel snow or put snow from driveways in the roadway as this creates a hazard for other
drivers, a liability for you and is illegal.
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Blue Lake Springs Homeowners’ Association
Office Hours
Tuesday-Saturday ~ 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Office Phone: (209) 795-2357 ~ Fax: (209) 795-4438
Email: blsoffice@caltel.com
Post Office Box 712, Arnold, CA 95223
Web Site: www.blsha.com
Snowflake Lodge Restaurant
Friday and Saturday 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Temporarily Closed
Summer Recreation (Memorial Day to Labor Day)
Recreation Office Phone (209) 795-4009
Email: blsrecreation@caltel.com
Board of Directors Meetings
Third Saturday, 9:00 a.m.

Administration
General Manager,
Tony Abila
Assistant General Manager
Amber Meyer
Snowﬂake Lodge Restaurant
Snowﬂake Lodge Chef,
Kris Fichtner
Facilities
Facilities Manager, Mark Owens
Summer Recreation
Summer Recreation Director,
Judith Anderson
Security
Vernon Nicholson

Board of Directors
President, Doug Hjelmhaug
Vice President, Mike McAtee
Treasurer, Joanne Schultz
Secretary, Dale Ward
Director, Steve Pollock
Director, Jimmy Cooke
Director, Roxanne Dubois
Your Association welcomes letters from members and will
publish them in the Lodge Log on a space available basis.
If necessary they will be edited for style and shortened to 200
words. Letters will not be returned to author. Formal policy is
on file at the Association office. Members should request a
copy of the policy If they are considering submitting a
Member to Member letter

Production of the Lodge Log: Blue Lake Springs HOA Staff
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