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President’s Message 

Dear BLS Membership, 

I hope you and your families were able to enjoy the sparkling facilities and programs put on by BLS 
staff this summer.  
 
As you know, it’s a team effort to ensure that our HOA continues to be an interactive, vibrant, and 
engaged community and we welcome everyone's help in the form of committee participation and 
volunteerism. To help us accomplish our goals, we have the following active committees: Finance, 
Facilities & Long-Range Planning, Facility Usage & Fees, Architectural Review, Restaurant, Govern-
ing Documents Review, and Events.  

During each board meeting, each committee chair will provide updates so we can discuss, provide 
suggestions, compromise, and vote on the best path forward for the association. We welcome new 
ideas, new faces, and new input to make a positive impact on our community.  

Kevin  
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          Welcome New Members! 

Robert Huddlestone Unit 2  

Adam & Heather Berns Unit 9 

Shawn & Nathalee Ghafouri Unit 2 

Nicholas Rini & Linzey Motter Unit 2 

Arturo Herrera Unit 7 

Jeffrey & Amy Reichert Unit 2 

Michael & Nickila Depold Unit 9  

John & Susan Chegia Unit 12 

Debra & Brian Conliffe Unit 12 

John & Kathleen Walton Unit 11 

Brent Gerberding & Connie Wolford Unit 5 

Nolan Ray Unit 9 

Robert Paolinetti Unit 5 

Alicia Robertson Unit 8  

Paul & Deborah Bertini Unit 12  

Paul & Stephanie Johnson Unit 1 

Mark & Karan Violante Unit 2  

2021 Calendar of Events 

Friday Afternoon Bridge  

Every Friday at  12:00 pm                        

Debbie Kushnir 795-0600 

See Page 9 for Free Beginner Lessons 

(Please note for all bridge groups, 

please call ahead to save a spot) 

Thursday Afternoon Mahjong   

First and Third Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. 

Leni Salayko  795-7166 

Texas Hold’em: 

On—Hold 

Looking for a volunteer to organize games 

Please call the office for more info.   

 Potluck 

Second Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.

(September 2021 through  May 2022)  

Pat Hjelmhaug 408-340-3121 

SIR’s  
In September, SIR Branch #152 will hold its    

luncheon and meeting under current county   

Covid-19 restriction guidelines.  

On September 21st, at 11:00 am, we are having our 

luncheon and meeting Pinebrook HOA 

Picnic area– Flanders Drive & Moran Road.  

Food will be provided BLS; drinks available for 

purchase. 

Covid-19 liability waivers must be signed and 

proof of Covid vaccinations presented upon entry.  

New member applications are available.  

For more information contact 

Jim Walton, SIR Membership Director 

Caring Corner 

We are currently looking for a volunteer. Please 

call the office if you are interested.  
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SNOWFLAKE LODGE RESTAURANT 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY  

5:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

The Snowflake Lodge is a great place to have a quiet dinner on the deck, 

or a fun family evening with the kids.  

Prepared by Chef Kris and the talented kitchen team the full service 

dining menu and extensive children’s menu are sure to find your new 

favorite! We hope to see you in the restaurant soon! 

We will be debuting the Fall Menu Friday, September 17th.  

Look for it on the website and in the Lodge Log. 

 

For Dinner reservations please call 209-795-2357.  

Walk-ins will be accommodated as space allows.  
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Free Beginner Bridge Lessons! 

Have you always wanted to learn how to play bridge?  Well now is your chance. 

When: Every 2nd and 4th Friday, beginning in October 

Where: Snowflake Lodge 

Time: 10-11am 

Each lesson, we will discuss a beginning concept of the game and then play some hands to practice.  
Informative worksheets will be distributed at the end of the class. 

Come and check us out.  We promise it will be lots of fun!  

If you are interested in Bridge Lessons please  
send an email to blsoffice@caltel.com   
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REC RAMBLINGS 

 
Hello Members, 

As we say our goodbyes until next year, the Starry Starry Night event brings to the 

forefront of our minds how much fun we had all summer long. Yes, it was hot, and 

at times smoky. These challenges did not dampen our summer recreation spirit.  

New owners were welcomed into our fun, creative and enthusiastic family. We 

ended our Labor Day weekend with one of the most memorable programs we can 

remember. We were amazed by a subtle camp site, with animals, dazzled by a 

flashlight scavenger hunt, and the art project of “glow in the dark moon rocks.” 

We listened to “Dead Skunk in the Middle of the Road”, we were treated to      

dancing, singing, jokes, a rap song, a poetry reading, tumbling, and Sax  playing. 

Midway through the evening the program was abruptly interrupted by a total 

black out, a spaceship invasion…alien and all. 

Words do not adequately express our thanks to Veronica O’Boy for her tireless  

energy and creativity in making this evening so special. Thank you to Mark       

Owens, Facility Manager, Jeramie, Mike and Conner for their hard work on the  

aerial spaceship. 

We also appreciate the support of  Tony Abila, General Manager, Amber Meyer,   

Assistant General Manager, the Office Staff, Security, and the entire Summer     

Recreation Staff. 

Sadly, our season is over and now you will be back to work and school. You inti-

mately know the 580, 680 and 880, while we get stuck behind a logging truck. To 

all of you we give our thanks. It has truly been a pleasure to serve you. See you in 

2022!! Be well. 

Judith A. Anderson, BLS Summer Recreation Director 
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VOLUNTEERS IN PREVENTION (VIP)   
Hello BLSHA Members!   

The Summer season is coming to a close, but the high fire danger is currently here and is growing by the 
day.  Please take the time to check your property.  If you cannot get up here, give me a call and I will go 
take a look at your property.  We have gotten extremely lucky up to this point.  It is in everyone’s best 
interest to stay vigilant, during the next few months.  Please remember to check your standing trees.  We 
are seeing many dead standing trees.  This is not necessarily from the bark beetle.  This is from the heat, 
lack of water and the forest needing to thin itself out.  If you have small saplings under your big trees, 
you may want to consider removing these saplings.  They are ladder fuels that are taking up the re-
sources, which your larger trees require.  Make sure you trim as many of the dead branches, on your 
trees. These little things matter.  We do not recommend watering your trees, during a drought. 

We had some wind over this past month; please remember to blow off your roof and clean your gut-
ters.  Make sure that your Mountain Misery is cut down to under 3 inches in height, and down to bare 
mineral soil, within 30 feet of any structure.  I am seeing a lot of Manzanita that is also dying.  Please    
remember to trim the dead (grey branches) from your Manzanita, and please make sure that each     
Manzanita tree is separated from other vegetation, including other Manzanita.  I am sure you have all 
seen the “privacy fences” of Manzanita and/or pine and cedar saplings throughout the area.  These     
vegetation “fences” are in no one’s best interest.  Imagine you are a fire fighter and you come to a house 
that is surrounded by dense vegetation, would you want to walk through that?  Please give our fire   
fighters the best chance to help us. 

Please remember that if you want to make changes to the exterior of your home or on your unimproved 
property, you must fill out a BLSHA Architectural Review Committee Application (ARC).  Send an email 
to vip@blsha.com and I will send you the appropriate application.  The process usually takes a couple of 
weeks, based on the scope of the improvements.  This is for   painting your home, outbuildings, new 
roofs, decks any improvement to the exterior of the home.  If you have any questions, do not hesitate to 
ask. 

If you have any concerns, when it comes to the BLSHA CC&Rs, please send me an email.  I will   listen to 
your issue and investigate the issue.  We do not just send out CC&R violation letters.  This office will do 
our best to resolve any issues before sending out a CC&R violation letter.  All we want is for everyone to 
have a wonderful experience, while living and visiting BLSHA.  Most issues can be resolved by just a 
quick phone call. 

Be on the lookout for Bears!  I have seen quite a few, over the past weeks.  They are being pushed this 
way for a variety of reasons.  From fires and smoke, to just smelling your tasty garbage.  If you have a 
metal bear box, please remember to lock your bear boxes.  Also, please show your guests and/or renters 
how to properly lock the bear boxes.  One garbage spill will continue to bring back the bears to your   
area.  They never forget a good “restaurant”, and your garbage spill was the main course.  Watch your 
pets,  do not let them just roam around.  I barely caught my dog before he went after a bear.  My dog 
thinks he is a Pit bull at heart.  He is not. 

Please remember that while there is not a leash law in Calaveras County, the BLSHA CC&Rs state that 
once your pet leaves your property, they must be on a leash.  We have many reports of roaming dogs  
being very aggressive to Members, while they are on walks with their own pets and children.  Please  
respect everyone’s right to freely walk the streets, without this fear. 

Please remember that while there is not a leash law in Calaveras County, the BLSHA CC&Rs state that 
once your pet leaves your property, they must be on a leash.  We have many reports of roaming dogs  
being very aggressive to Members, while they are on walks with their own pets and children.  Please  
respect everyone’s right to freely walk the streets, without this fear. 

mailto:vip@blsha.com
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VOLUNTEERS IN PREVENTION (VIP)  (continued) 
 

Article III / Section 4:  Animals/Household Pets 

The following restrictions shall govern and restrict pet owners: 

1.            The Calaveras County Code Chapter 6  

2.           Common household pets may be kept on improved property so long as the same are 
not kept, bred, or maintained as a commercial kennel. No other animals, livestock, or 
poultry of any kind shall be kept, bred or raised on any property.  

3.            Pets shall only be allowed on roads and trails when they are leashed and        
otherwise under the supervision and restraint of their owners.  Pets shall not be 
allowed within the recreational facilities of the Association.  

4.            Each person keeping a pet shall be responsible for the conduct of such pets, to 
ensure that the same do not interfere with the quiet and peaceful atmosphere of 
the community. 

If you have not signed up for the BLSHA Garbage Spill Program, please get into this great    
program.  The program is neither your regular garbage service nor does it act like a property 
management company.  This service is to help you clean your garbage spill when you have no 
other alternatives, within a 24 hour time frame.  When a spill is reported to us, we go out to 
the property, take pictures and send them to you (via email).  We then ask if you would like us 
to clean the spill for you.  The charge is $45.00 for each clean-up.  YOU WILL NOT BE 
CHARGED UNLESS YOU APPROVE OF THE CLEAN-UP.  If you choose not to use this service, 
you have 24 hours to have the spill cleaned up.  Save yourself some time and just sign up.  You 
may never use it, but you will be ready if you need to.  We will not go out to the property  
without a singed OPT-IN request. 

Do not forget that BLSHA is a Fire Wise Community.  Please contact me at vip@blsha.com to 
request the 2021 Fire-Wise Certificate and the current EPFD ISO Rating.  These documents 
will help you receive at least 10% off, on your fire insurance.  Every dollar counts!  We will be 
submitting our 2022 application, this week. 

Have a wonderful September, 

Thomas Hein 

BLSHA Fire Prevention Coordinator 

mailto:vip@blsha.com
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Office Hours  

Tuesday-Saturday ~ 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Office Phone: (209) 795-2357  

Fax: (209) 795-4438 

 Email: blsoffice@caltel.com 

Post Office  Box  712, Arnold, CA 95223  

Web Site: www.blsha.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member-to-Member Guidelines 

 Your Association welcomes letters from members 

and will publish them in the Lodge Log on a space 

available basis. If necessary they will be edited for 

style, content and will be shortened to 200 words. 

Letters will not be returned to author. Formal   

policy is on file at the Association office. Members 

should request a copy of the policy If they are    

considering submitting a Member to Member    

letter. 

Administration 

General Manager 

Tony Abila 

Assistant General Manager 

Amber Meyer 

Fire Prevention Coordinator 

Thomas Hein 

Administrative Assistant  

Katie Baker 

 

Snowflake Lodge Restaurant  

Snowflake Lodge Chef 

Kris Fichtner 

 

Facilities 

Facilities Manager 

Mark Owens 

 

Summer Recreation 

Summer Recreation Director 

Judith Anderson 

Assistant Recreation Director 

Veronica O’Boy 

 

Board of Directors  

President, Kevin Prosise 

Vice President, Roxanne Dubois  

Treasurer, Joanne Schultz 

Secretary, Nancy Dommes 

Director, Kayleen Clemens 

Director, Rick Giorgetti  

Director, Dale Ward  

mailto:blsoffice@caltel.com
http://www.blsha.com

